Lafayette Catholic Forensic League

Constitution

Article 1.  Name

The name of this organization shall be the Lafayette Catholic Forensic League, hereafter referred to as the “League” or “LCFL”.

Article II. Membership

A. School 1. Eligibility: Any private, public, parochial or religious high school in the Diocese of Lafayette. No membership will be allowed after the first weekend in November.
B. Individual Eligibility: Students of member schools who, in the opinion of their moderators, are qualified, shall be entitled to membership.
C. By becoming a member of the national organization (NCFL), you are agreeing to all of the stipulations set forth by the local organization.
Article III. League Organization

A. Council: The officers of the League shall be the moderator, secretary and a district tournament representative.

B. Elections: The officers shall be chosen by majority vote of the active member schools - each school having one vote - at the district tournament. Officers will hold their elected position until a member school calls for a new election.

C. Duties of Officers 

1. President: The president shall be responsible for the enforcement of all provisions of this constitution and all regulations enacted under its authority. S/he shall preside at all League meetings. S/he shall be the designated League representative to the National Catholic Forensic League. S/he shall carry out whatever duties are placed upon him by the National Catholic Forensic League.

2.  Secretary: The secretary shall have charge of the necessary correspondence between the Council and the member schools. S/he shall be responsible for compiling a new League roster each fall, containing the names, addresses and phone numbers of each member school and moderator of the League. S/he shall receive the annual membership dues of each school and tournament entry fees.

3.  District Tournament Representative:  The district rep will help with the organization of the district tournament (including registration and sweepstakes).
Article IV. Qualification for the NCFL Grand National Tournament
The number of students who are eligible to qualify for the NCFL Grand National Tournament shall be based on the number of LCFL member schools on record as of December 1st each season, as specified in the NCFL Constitution and By-Laws.
By-Laws

Article I. Fees

A. Annual Membership Dues - Member schools shall pay annual membership dues.

1. Membership forms and money ($50) will be due in the hands of CFL secretary by October 1st.  Membership Forms can be found at www.ncfl.org.

2. A late fee ($25) will be charged for all returning member schools joining after Oct 1st. If your school has been a member in the past 3 years you will be considered to be a returning member school.

B. Tournament Entry Fees - There will be a $10 fee for each individual event entry and a $20 fee for each team event entry.
3.  After the district tournament, any student who drops from the national tournament on or after April 15 will owe the League a fee of $100.  A student who drops the national tournament on or after May 1 will owe the League a total of $200.  
Article II. District Speech Tournament Management and Tabulation

A. Appropriateness of Material - No student may use an oration, reading or cutting that he/she used in a previous high school forensic season.

B. Performance Material - Selections for interp events and congress legislation will be due two weeks prior to the tournament on a designated day.

C. Tournament Entry - Entry for the district tournament will be due to the Tournament Director one week prior to the beginning of the tournament.  If a school must make a drop from the original entry, a fee (double the original entry fee) will be applied to changes made after the Tuesday before the tournament.  

D. Format and Tabulations 

1. If any event has 12 or fewer entries, half of the total number of original entries may qualify for the national tournament.   The total number of qualified entries may not exceed the district quota for that year.
2. The LCFL district speech tournament shall consist of 3 preliminary rounds, in which all speakers shall participate.  In debate, 5 rounds of competition will be used to determine national qualifiers.

3. Final placement for national qualifiers in each speech category will be determined by the cumulative method. Five ballots (3 from prelims and 2 from semis) will be combined to determine the national qualifiers in each event.

4. In Speech events, rounds will be paneled based on powers after round 2.  
5.  The following priority list will be used to help break ties when determining national qualifiers


a.  Best total from prelim rounds

b.  Best total from semis round

c.  Best total after dropping lowest rank

d.  Best rank when matched in previous round

6. Speech tournament tabulation shall be conducted by the members of the Council. The tournament director will also invite additional personnel to assist in tabulations.

7. If necessary, the Council shall have the authority to make alterations in speech tournament formats and/or tabulations. When the Council is unable to arrive at a consensus in determining the necessary alterations, the Director is empowered to decide unilaterally.
E. General standards for selecting judges: 
1. Judges should have a minimum of one year of judging experience. 
2. Judges should normally be a sophomore in college or older. Exceptions might be made with a request to the council. 
3. Coaches must familiarize all judges with judging criteria for NCFL events in advance of the tournament.
